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APPLICANT:  Northlake Storage, LLC PETITION NO:                    SLUP-1   

                      (678) 797-9797 HEARING DATE (PC):           02-04-14    

REPRESENTATIVE:  Garvis L. Sams, Jr.  (770) 422-7016 HEARING DATE (BOC):       02-18-14      

                                    Sams, Larkin & Huff, LLP PRESENT ZONING:               OMR

TITLEHOLDER:  San-Har, Inc.       

                                               PROPOSED ZONING:     !"#cial Land

PROPERTY LOCATION:  Northwest intersection of Windy Hill                                               Use Permit

Road and Spectrum Circle. PROPOSED USE:      Climate-Controlled

                        Self-Service Storage Facility            

ACCESS TO PROPERTY:  Spectrum Circle SIZE OF TRACT:                  1.195 acres        

      DISTRICT:                             17                    

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS TO SITE:  Undeveloped acreage LAND LOT(S):                      919, 920          

     PARCEL(S):                            3                 

      TAXES:  PAID  $  DUE

CONTIGUOUS ZONING/DEVELOPMENT 
COMMISSION DISTRICT:   2

                                                                                        

             NORTH: O&I/Corporate Spectrum Offices     

 SOUTH: O&I/Sporting Club at Windy Hill   

 EAST:  O&I/Corporate Spectrum Offices     

 WEST:  RM-12/Georgia Power Substation    

OPPOSITION:  NO. OPPOSED____PETITION NO:_____SPOKESMAN 

PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

APPROVED______MOTION BY__________ 

REJECTED_______SECONDED__________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS DECISION

APPROVED_______MOTION BY________ 

REJECTED________SECONDED_________ 

HELD____________CARRIED___________ 
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This map is provided for display and
planning purposes only. It is not meant
to be a legal description.
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APPLICANT:  Northlake Storage, LLC    PETITION NO.:     SLUP-1   

PRESENT ZONING:    OMR     PETITION FOR:    SLUP  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

ZONING COMMENTS:  Staff Member Responsible: %&'() *+ ,&-".#//    

The applicant is requesting the O&I zoning district to develop a climate controlled self-service storage facility. The 

proposed building would have an exterior of brick and EFIS on four sides. The building would contain four stories 

with a basement, and would have 870 storage units. The hours of operation will be 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday 

through Saturday, and 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Sundays.  This proposal was approved as Z-29 and SLUP-11 of 2008 

and contained a reversion clause for the property to go back to the original OMR category if the closing on the sale of 

the property did not occur within six months of the successful rezoning.  A land disturbance permit was issued, but the 

construction never took place.  The applicant is requesting the following contemporaneous variances: 

1. Reduce the required amount of parking spaces from 35 parking space to 10 parking spaces; 

2. Reduce the side setback from 15 feet to 5 feet; 

3. Waive the 20-foot landscape buffer along the western property (adjacent to the Georgia Power 

      Substation); 

4. Waive the maximum Floor Area ratio from 0.75 to 2.1, per County Code (however, the Comprehensive 

      Plan allows F.A.R.’s in R.A.C.’s to be up to 2.0); 

5. Waive the maximum building height, from three stories to five stories; and 

6. Reduction in road frontage landscape strip from 20 feet to 10 feet. 

Historic Preservation:  No comments.  

Cemetery Preservation:  No comment.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WATER & SEWER COMMENTS:  

No comments (see Z-4 2014). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

TRAFFIC COMMENTS:  

Recommend no access to Windy Hill Road. 

Recommend applicant verify that minimum intersection sight distance is available for ingress and egress maneuvers for 

the site if it is not, implement remedial measures, subject to the Department’s approval, to achieve the minimum 

requirement of 280’. 

Recommend the southern drive be used as an exit only. 

Recommend closing the southern most median opening along the Spectrum Circle. 

Recommend the applicant coordinate with Cobb County DOT regarding the Windy Hill Road East SPLOST project, 

E4020.

Recommend applicant be required to meet all Cobb County Development Standards and Ordinances related to project 

improvements.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



APPLICANT:  Northlake Storage, LLC    PETITION NO.:     SLUP-1   

PRESENT ZONING:    OMR     PETITION FOR:    SLUP  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

FIRE COMMENTS:  

After analyzing the information presented for a Preliminary Review, the Cobb County Fire Marshal’s Office 

is confident that all other items can be addressed during the Plan Review Stage. 



APPLICANT: Northlake Storage, LLC PETITION NO.:  SLUP-1

PRESENT ZONING: OMR PETITION FOR:   SLUP

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT COMMENTS

Address any outstanding Plan Review comments. 
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STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

SLUP- 1 NORTHLAKE STORAGE, LLC 

A. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal will permit a use that is suitable in view of 

the use and development of adjacent and nearby properties. The applicant’s proposal is aesthetically 

pleasing, and would look like an office building.

B. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal may not have an adverse affect on the 

usability of adjacent or nearby property.  This same proposal was previously approved in 2008 (Z-29 

and SLUP-11).

C. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal will not result in a use which would cause 

an excessive or burdensome use of existing streets, transportation facilities, utilities, or schools. This 

opinion can be supported by the departmental comments contained in this analysis.

D. It is Staff's opinion that the applicant's rezoning proposal is in conformity with the policy and intent 

of the Cobb County Comprehensive Plan, which delineates this property to be within a Regional 

Activity Center, Sub Area for High Density Residential.  It is Staff’s opinion that this proposed (and 

previously approved) use be approved once again. The proposed use is less intense than some of the 

other uses that could also be allowed in this zoning/land use combination. 

E. It is Staff's opinion that there are existing and changing conditions affecting the use and development 

of the property which give supporting grounds for supporting the applicant's rezoning proposal.  

Uses, such as this proposal, are allowable in this O&I zoning district.  The same proposal was 

approved in 2008, but reverted back to OMR because of a particular zoning stipulation.  A land 

disturbance permit was actually issued for the project, but was never built and the property reverted 

back to the original zoning. 

Based on the above analysis, Staff recommends APPROVAL subject to the following conditions: 

 Reflective windows be installed to face exterior of building; 

 Fire Department comments and recommendations; 

 Water and Sewer Division comments and recommendations; 

 Stormwater Management Division comments and recommendations; 

 Department of Transportation comments and recommendations. 

The recommendations made by the Planning and Zoning Staff are only the opinions of the Planning 

and Zoning Staff and are by no means the final decision.  The Cobb County Board of Commissioners 

makes the final decisions on all Rezoning and Land Use Permits at an advertised public hearing. 
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